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Around for over a decade, the SIT Tesol certificate has a lower
profile than the initial Tefl qualifications from the British Isles

MARGARET TARMY SIT campus, SIT Tesol Certifi: _ The SIT Tesol Certificate is 2 focused on plannine for, deliver-

reports from the US cate cowses are now held  professional and continung edu- ing and reflecting on teaching

periodically in language schools, ~ cation _opportumity _ offered  Included in the content is focus

s well as the Celta, the  community colleges or universi-  through the World Leaming SIT o the four skills, language

ATnnny Tesol Certificate, ties in eight states around the Graduate Institute, andis acered-  (including pronunciation, vocab-

Ircland’s CELT and other  US, i four Latin American ited by the New Eneland ulary, and gramman), principles

reputable initial TeflTesol cer-  countries, and in Ukraine, Bul-  Association of Schools and Col-  of leaming and teachine, and

dficates, there’s another, lesser  garia, Thaland, Australia and leges (NEASC). This body focus on culture. The goal of the

known, initial teacher frainng  South Africa aceredits university and commu-  course s to enable participants

certificate available from the  The course is appropriate both  nity colleges in the northern half  to establish and maintain effec-

United States. The World Learn-  for participants who have mo  of the US Alantic coast, includ-  tive learning-centred  and
mg SIT Tesol Certificate has experience teachng and for Ing degrees from Harvard and  learer-centred classrooms.

been in existence since the late  those already in the field. For  Yale The ceruficate is fuly  The method of delivery is

1990s. It is bascd on the best those without experience, the  accredited as a propramme of  classroom-based. Courses are

practices of the School for Inter-  course supports the development  the SIT Graduate Institute andas  delivered in either a four-week.

national Training (SIT) Graduate  of basic ELT classtoom skills  Such does not require accredita-  intensive format or an extensive
Institute MA in teaching deliv-  and knowledge. For experienced tion by Tesal. format over several months.

ered  at SIT m Batlleboro,  teachers, the cowse offers an  What about the course con-  What makes the SIT Tesol

Vermont. (SIT gtew out of a  opportuiity for professional tent? It s a largely experiential  Certificate different from other

teacher training operation for the development especially through  (experience-based) course that  initial certificates? The course

US Peace Corps.) observation,  feedback, and  seeks to develop i participants  has an explicit and_consistent

SIT's initial Tesol certificate  reflection. 'An undergtaduate  the knowledge, skils, awareness  experiential nature. s explicit

s intemationally portable. As  degree is hof required in order to  and attitudes necessary for effec-  focus on developing teachers as

well as bemg delivered at the  take the course tive teaching. Course contentis reflective _practitioners _goes

begond identifying “good points

and problematic points” in les-

sons. A cultwe module_is

another distinction of the SIT

Tesol Certificate. The cultwe  can now transfer study credits ments by taking fewer courses.

module focuses on raising  gained on the course to other  Graduate credit can also some-

awareness of one’s own cultwe  programmes. Course partici- times be used in an employment

and the impact and isstes of cul-  pants have the option of pursuing  sifuation to show one’s school or

ture in the classtoom. five graduate credits from the  potential emploer that oe has

‘The course is driven by objec-  SIT Graduate Insitute to be  pursued a certain level of profes-

tives and competencies. Like  awarded upon successful com-  Sional development. In certain

Trinity, this allows some flexi-  pletion of the course. situations this can lead to a tise

bility of delivery in response to  Graduate credit can some- in salary.

participants’ needs. Like Cam- times be transferred from one

bridge, the course has a specific  institution of higher education to Margaret Tarm s licensing

and defined curriculum that  another, although this is done director, World Learning

doesn't vary from course to only at the discretion of the Training and Education

course receiving school. Insuchacase,  Services at SIT. For information
While the SIT Tesol Certifi- it is possible to apply credit on SIT Tesol Certificate courses

cte has been around for over 3 camed  clsewhere o _one's e wwworldicarning

decade, 2 new development is degree, which means one can orgl6882.him or email

that holders of the Certificate  complete one’s degree require- margaret sarmy@si edu




